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Tre Shanghai Pawnshop Cwners' 
Association was formerly situated at Woo Ka 
Loong, Hou Ka Fang, Old North Gate, Nantao. 
It was originally known as the Pawnshop 
Trade Guild ( wD. eo fey Br ) and was 
reorganized in 1931 with the approval of 
the defunct local Tangpu ana the Bureau 
of Social Affairs of the former Shanghai 
City Government. It consisted of some 
80 members who were all proprietors of the 
local pawnshops. 

After the outbreak of the local 
Sino-Japanese hostilities in 1937, the 
association was unable to function in 
Nantao, whereupon a communication office 
was established in January, 1938 at 250 
Burkill Road. Most of the pawnshops 
situatead in Chinese tergitory were either 
closed or removed into the Settlement and | : 
French Concession. At present, the 
association claims to have a total membership 
of 49 shops, twenty of which are located 
in the French Concession and twenty-nine in 

the settlement. A list of pawnshops in 
the Settlement is attached. This association : 
is not registered with the Police, but has 


agreed to do so in the near future. 
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On August 26, Mr. WOO TSEU DAO 


¢ FFE); proprietor of the Doong Yih 

¢ fa) wt Fawnshop, corner of Changsha 
anc Sinza Roads, and lire YUE LONG SI 

( gy BR tos Secretary of the Shanghai 
Pawnshop Owners! Association, were inter- 
viewed at Headquarters, when the following 
information was obtained : 

Before 1934, the licence fees for 
pawnshops were collected by the S.M.C. ata 
rate of approximately $2.00 for every $1,000 
of business done. In collecting the licence 
fees, employees were despatched by the S.M.C. 
to check the accounts of pawnshops in the 
Settlement every month. As a result of 
negotiations between the S.M.C. and the 
Pawnshop Owners' Association, it was agreed 
that with effect from January 1, 1934, the 
rate of licence fees be fixed at $2.00 for 
every $1,000.00 of business done. The 
association in question was held responsible 
for investigating the business conditions 
of its members every year. A report 
containing details of business conditions 
of each pawnshop in the Settlement was 
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submitted by the association to the 5.l.C. 


at the end of September of each year for 
reference purposes in compiling estimates 
for the collection of licence fees of the 
trade. 

With effect from July, 1938, the 
licence fees were increased by 10% (i.e- $2.20 
for every $1,000.00 of business done), and in 
July, 1940, the same was further increased by 
503, thus bringing the total rate up to $3.00 
for every $1,000.00 of business done. The 
licence fees for autumn quarters have been 
paid, but the pawnshops concerned are 
dissatisfied with this increase. On August 
12, 1940, a petition was submitted to the 
S-M.C. in the name of the Pawnshop Owners' 
Association, requesting the former to reconsider 
the matter and rescind the decision for the 
inerease of the licence fees. No reply to 
the petition has yet been received by the 
association in question. The association is 
of the opinion that the decision on the part of 
the S.M.C. to increase the licence fees for 
pawnshops is tantamount to bringing a heavy 
burden to bear upon them. Between October, 
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1938 and September, 1939, the total amount 


of business done by the twenty-nine pawnshops 
in the settlement was $6,586,088.48. Taking 
this sum as a basis for calculation, the 

total licence fees for a whole year differ in 


amount as follows : 


Feriod Rate Total amount of 
__licence fees_ 

Cetober, 1938 - O.&% $13,172.00 
September, 1939 
October, 1939 - O. 22% $14,489.00 
June, 1940 
July, 1940 - 0. % $19,758.00 
June 1941 


According to Messrs. Woo Tseu Dao 
and Yu Long Si, local pawnshops charge an 
interest of only 2@ from customers. In 
obtaining loans from local banks to maintain 
business, the pawnshops concerned are required 
to pay 1.5% to 1.6% as interest. With the 
inerease of licence fees to 0.3% by the S.M.C., 
the pawnshops are only in a position to receive 
a small profit of 0.1% to 0.2% which they 
consider to be insufficient to maintain their 
busine ss. 
| The Shanghai Pawnshop owners! 
Association is associated with the Chinese 
Chamber of Commerce, 59 Hongkong Road. 
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It consists of only large pawnshops knewn as 
*Taung Ttien" ( ‘eh )} and excludes small 
pawnshops known as "Ah Deu Ttien" CF 56)7E)- 
The Chinese character "Taung" ( 5 ) represents 
a large pawnshop, while *Ah" CaP >} denotes 

@ small pawnshop. Both are licenced by the 
S.M.C. There are some 60C small pawnshops 

in Shanghai, 312 of which are in the Settlement, 
according to the Shanghai Pawnshop (large) 
Owners' Association. 

The difference between a large pawnshop 
and a small pawnshop is that goods are deposited 
with the former for a maximum of 12 months at 
an interests of 2, while with a small pawnshop, 
goods are deposited for a maximum period of . 


6 months at a higher rate of interests. 


L D. C. ( Special Branch })-. 


(Members of the ancien Owners’ hana bute’. 


Name_of pawnshop Adcress 

Kiu Kong ee ) Carter Road near Avenue Road. 
Yuen Lai ¢ ye, ) N0e480 Foochow Road. 

Mung Tsi = ( B MP) oe113 North Shanse Road. 

Yah Chong ( 4 4 ) corner of Chefoo and Kweichow Roads. 
Dong Yih ( la) a ) No-173 Changsha Road. 

Tsi Tai ( th No.e560 Medhurst Road. 

Hung Shing ( 7a, ma ) No-e2O0 Hupeh Road. 

vue Chong ( #% & ) No.889 Chengtu Road. 

Van Tsi ¢ A 4) 0.64 Avenue Road. 

Dong Sung ( [a > Noe 780 Newchwang Road. 

Gee Chong ( at A ) No.e398 Sinza Road. 

Zay Chong ¢ & ® ) No.40 Peiho Road. 

Tsi Hung ¢ he 2 ) corner of Farry and Robigon ‘Roads. 
Yuen Lee ( 4,44) Noe203 Wuting Road. 

Dong vin ( Mi) @) No-29 Swatow-Road. 3 Se, 

Yung Ning ( k& ) No.22 South Chengtu Road. 

Tsing Kong ( 4%. ) No.74 Yunnan Road. 


Nyi Foong ( $ 4) 
Yuen: ‘Chong ¢ oY pA >) 
Kiu Dah CAR 
Gee Heng % % 
Bet 
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Dear Reggie, 
" a 


We would like to kmow to what extent the Shanghai 
Pawnbrokers' Association of 250 Burkill Road (2nd. Floor) repre- 
sents the pawnbroking trade in the Settlement. There are Z£ 312 


a@11 shops and 32 large shops licensed. Have you any information ? 


